Valmiki Ramayana

As Taught by S wami Dayananda Saraswati

This is the thirty sixth part of the serial article, continuation from July 2024 newsletter.
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tamarjavasamayuktamanarya satyavadinam |

uvaca ramam kaikey? vacanarin bhysadarunam |1 2-18-31
purd devasure yuddhe pitra te mama raghava |

raksitena varau dattau sasalyena maharane |1 2-18-32

tatra me yacito raja bharatasyabhisecanam |

gamanam dandakaranye tava cadyaiva raghava || 2-18-33
yadi satyapratijfiarii tvari pitaram kartumicchasi |

atmanari ca narasrestha mama vakyamidari Srnu |1 2-18-34
sannidese pitustistha yathanena pratisSrutam |

tvayaranyam pravestavyarit nava varsani panca ca || 2-18-35
bharatascabhisicyeta tadetadabhisecanam |

tvadarthe vihitam rajia tena sarvena raghava || 2-18-36
sapta sapta ca varsani dandakaranyamasritah |
abhisekamimari tyaktoa jataciradharo bhava || 2-18-37
bharatah kosalapateh prasastu vasudhamimam |
nanaratnasamakirnam savdjirathasankulam |1 2-18-38
etena tvarii narendro’'yam karunyena samaplutah |

Sokaih sanklistavadano na Saknoti niriksitum |1 2-18-39

etat kuru narendrasya vacanam raghunandana |

satyena mahata rama tarayasva naresvaram || 2-18-40




Queen Kaikeyi spoke to Rama, “Once, your father, in support of Lord In-
dra, king of the gods, went to do battle in the Dandaka forest. I was with them
there. Your father was injured in battle, and it was I who drew him away from the
enemy fire and treated his wounds and healed him. As a result he granted me two
boons. It is all very simple. I encash those two boons right now. Today it is Bhara-
ta who should be installed as the successor to the throne. You, Rama, are to go to
Dandaka forest. If you are really interested in upholding the words of your father,
you must start for the forest today and live there for fourteen years. While there,
you are not to wear any of the royal clothing. Let your hair grow free and use that
tree gum on it to mat it. Dress in the simple clothes of the forest dwellers. Let no
one know you as a king, and let no one cause disturbance to the rule of Bharata or
feel you are more worthy than he. It is due to your father’s affection for you that
he cannot say these things to you himself. But this is exactly what he wants you to
do, Raghunandana. This is how you will fulfill the words of the king and save

him from fall from his dharma.”
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tadapriyamamitraghno vacanar maranopamam |
Srutva na vivyathe ramah kaikeyirin cedamabravit |1 2-19-1
evamastu gamisyami vanam vastumahari toitah |
jataciradharo rajiah pratijiamanupalayan |1 2-19-2
idari1 tu jiiatumicchami kimartham mar mahipatih |
nabhinandati durdharso yathapuramarindamah || 2-19-3

Being an auatara is a very big thing. Rama did not even bat an eyelid. He
was like a rsi. He did not think that he was losing anything. The only question he
had was why Dasharatha himself could not tell these things to him. That was his
only concern. “Let it be. Today I will leave this place for the forest. I will fulfill the
words of the king exactly as he desires. I have no problem with this, my only

problem is that my own father cannot speak to me. It seems he is angry with me. I

do not want to leave him in this condition, there should be no contention. If he




would just cheer up a bit it would be easier for me. But either way I will do as he
says. Noble Bharata can well rule the kingdom, and I can live in the forest.”
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yavattvarii na vanam yatah puradasmadatitvaran |
pita tavanna te rama snasyate bhoksyatepi va |1 2-19-16
dhikkastamiti nihsvasya raja Sokapariplutah |
miircchito nyapatat tasmin paryanke hemabhiisite |1 2-19-17
Kaikeyi said, “Rama, you had better go. Your father will neither get up nor

get going while you are here.” This woman actually said that.

Dasharatha had heard all this but he was dumbstruck. All the king could do
was sit up, grab a quick breath, and blurt out, “What a shame.” Then again he fell
down on his golden cot.
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nahamarthaparo devi lokamavastumutsahe |

viddhi mamrsibhistulyam vimalarit dharmamasthitam || 2-19-20
yat tatrabhavatah kificicchakyari karturin priyarit maya |
prananapi parityajya sarvatha krtameva tat |1 2-19-21

______

nalaksayat ramasya kificidakaramanane |1 2-19-36
Rama said, “Never forget, I seek neither wealth nor comfort. Neither do I

seek to conquer worlds. Understand me, I am the equal of the rsis and the forest is
the right place for me. I am pure and committed to dharma. Nothing else is im-
portant to me. All you have asked of me is not a problem. I have not heard any-
thing I object to. I ask to be given time to seek the permission of my mother and of
Sita.” Without rancor or sense of mistreatment or abuse, without anger, he took
leave of Kaikeyi. With that he walked out. No one who saw him then could see

any change in his face. Still they thought Rama would that day be installed.

To be continued...




