Valmiki Ramayana

As Taught by S wami Dayananda Saraswati

This is the thirty fourth part of the serial article, continuation from May 2024 newsletter.
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dharmajfio gunavan dantah krtajiiah satyavarichucih |
ramo rajiiasuto jyestho yauvarajyamato’rhati |1 2-8-14
bhratin bhrtyarisca dirghayuh pitroat palayisyati |
santapyase katharit kubje Srutva ramabhisecanam || 2-8-15
bharatascapi ramasya dhruvam varsasatat param |
pitrpaitamaharm rajyamavapsyati nararsabhah 11 2-8-16
sa tvamabhyudaye prapte dahyamaneva manthare |
bhavisyati ca kalyane kimidar paritapyase || 2-8-17

With these words of incitement and insult, Manthara pressed home her
point. Still Kaikeyi said, “Rama is dharmavan; he will never do a wrong thing. He
is a clean person, first-born son of the king, fit to be Prince Regent. Let this anger
and spite go. Bharata in his turn will become king by his own right. This is how it
should be. Tomorrow is a very special day, do not let all this bitterness spoil it for

you. Enjoy the installation of Rama and the celebration.”
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dhruvarit tu bharatam ramah prapya rajyamakantakam |

desantaram nayayita lokantaramathapi va |1 2-8-27
tasmad rajagrhadeva vanarii gacchatu raghavah |
etaddhi rocate mahyam bhrsan capi hitam tava |1 2-8-33

But Manthara was not convinced, “You do not see at all. I do not know if I
should laugh at you or weep for you. Kausalya, the other woman, is going to re-
joice and for that you want to give me a gift. I do not see the reasoning there. How

can you fail to see what is in store for you? What will happen when Bharata wants




to return and Rama will not accept him? He won’t, you know. Rama is against
Bharata. You are going to lose your son. Somehow you must get Rama sent to the
forest before Rama sends Bharata to the forest. That is what I think best.”
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evamukta tu kaikey? krodhena jvalitanana |
dirghamusnari vinihsvasya mantharamidamabravit |1 2-9-1
adya ramamitah ksiprarii vanam prasthapayamyaham |
yauvardjye ca bharatari ksipramevabhisecaye || 2-9-2

At the thought of Bharata being sent to the forest, at the thought of losing
her son, Kaikeyi changed her mind. Once something like this is started it cannot
be stopped. Manthara made Kaikeyi understand that if she was going to act she
had to do it now. Kaikeyi’s mind became fearful and spun around, “Today itself I
will see that it is Rama who is sent to the forest. Before the installation of Rama I
will see that it is done. Bharata will be the Prince Regent as soon as he comes back.
Manthara, help me figure out how to do this.”
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nahyatikramitum Saktastava vakyar mahipatih |
mandasvabhave budhyasva saubhagyabalamatmanah |1 2-9-26

Manthara had a plan, “Kaikeyi, remember when Dasharatha went to the
Dandaka forest to fight with the demon Shambara, Timidhvaja, who caused such
a ruckus and was destroying people? Dasharatha took his army with him. It was a
major struggle, Lord Indra was there, and many people were lost. There was great
magic involved. The cruel raksasas would steal away the injured warriors at night
and do away with them. Even Dasharatha was attacked and injured, almost
knocked unconscious, helpless, and it was you who lifted him away and put him
in a safe place and healed him. Remember well. It was then that he gave you those
two boons. For what you did he granted you two boons. He promised two boons
to be encashed whenever you want. The time has come now. Encash these two

boons. With Vasishtha and the others there, there is no way Dasharatha will be




able to swallow the word he has given. Oh, you sluggish thinking woman, take
account of your welfare and the strength you do have. Your king cannot trans-
gress those words, and you will make things right.”
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prthivyamasi kubjanamuttama buddhiniscaye ||
tvameva tu mamarthesu nityayukta hitaisini |1 2-9-39
naharit samavabudhyeyarii kubje rajiiascikirsitam |
santi duhsariisthitah kubje vakrah paramapapikah |1 2-9-40

“Ahh,” said Kaikeyi, “this is a good plan. I will do it. I will do it all.” She set
her mind. “There may be other sharp hunchbacks in the world, Manthara, but you
are the sharpest among them. You are the only one who is always interested in
my welfare. There is no one else like this. Usually the thinking of a hunchback is
as crooked as its body, but you are the exception. You are exactly right in this. In
your silken sari with your long gnarly flat feet and gangly legs you are really
wonderful. Under your delightful massive hunch there must be nothing but tricks

and schemes for our well-being.” Kaikeyi gave her a pat on her hunchback.

Manthara spoke up, “Hey, do not just sit there. Dasharatha will come to-
night to tell you what is going to happen and that is your chance. You must take
off this fine dress and put on something disheveled, muss up your hair a bit and
throw aside all your jewelry. Look as though some great calamity has occurred.
Wait in a different room in your wing; make him find you; you should be else-
where. Lie on the ground, and when you hear him coming start weeping and
wailing. Let him hear you before he sees you. Remember, when you ask him to
encash your boons, he will offer kingdoms and riches instead. He will proffer eve-
rything else. But never budge an inch. Remember my words: You will be Kausal-
ya’s servant and be made to toe her line. Bharata will be in the forest where you

will never see him again.”

Swelling with indignation, Kaikeyi said, “Today you will see what Kaikeyi

is capable of. Dasharatha, this old man, will be held to his words. He cannot get




away with this. If I fail, I will not dress up or eat, I will not wear make-up or jew-
elry, I will not touch flowers or food. I will just die.” You know how a delightful
deep blue-black night sky that glitters with bright stars becomes dark and shad-
owed and lifeless when covered by a large cloud? This beautiful woman, the wife
of the king, with this clouding of her mind, became dark and dense and threaten-
ing.
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priyarham priyamakhyaturii vivesantahpurarit vast |
sa kaikeyya grhari1 srestharin pravivesa mahayasah 11 2-10-11
na te"hamabhijanami krodhamatmani sarisritam |
devi kenabhiyuktasi kena vasi vimanita |1 2-10-28
yadidam mama duhkhaya Sese klyani parsusu |
bhiimau Sese kimarthari tvarit mayi kalyanacetasi || 2-10-29

Dasharatha had Sumantra, his minister and aide, confirm that all the ar-
rangements for the next day’s ceremony and celebration had been made. Then,
later, he came to Kaikeyi’s well-appointed apartments. He could not find her at
tirst, and he searched around until he was told where she was in the complex. He
came upon her in a room where he had never before seen her. He had never seen
her in such a condition. “What has upset you? What happened to you? Did some-
one do or say something to you? Are you angry with me? Did I do something
wrong? To see you like this is very hard on me. Tell me what I can do to help. You
know that I would do anything for you. I can make a rich man poor and I can
make a poor man rich. I can pardon any wrong-doer and I can punish anyone.
Tell me what to do for you. I would give you the kingdoms of Tamil Nad, the
Panjab, the Deccan, the Bengal, Bihar, Rajasthan, Kashi, Kosala, all the realm. Oh,

sweetheart, what’s wrong? Tell me what you want, just stop crying, please.”

To be continued...




