Valmiki Ramayana

As Taught by S wami Dayananda Saraswati

This is the thirty third part of the serial article, continuation from April 2024 newsletter.
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Dasharatha said, “Your virtues are well-known to me; I do not think you
need my advice. But, from my experience, let me share these two things with you.
Number one, may you at all times remain vigilant and strong, because this office
you will assume is an office of jealousy. The crown and the throne are large, and
all the people will look up to you with envy. When you occupy the highest office
in the kingdom, your humility should be that much more. Secondly, know that
power corrupts, and one must be vigilant against it. Keep your passions, your per-
sonal pleasures, under control. The rigors of the canon that govern the behavior
of a king are to be held. Your personal and your public life must conform to those
rigors and rules. Never can misfortune or anger or lust, the things that twist other
people, take hold of your heart and be a viable choice for you. Hunting is born of
lust. Sleeping during the day is out. Playing dice should be only an occasional
pastime. Slandering others is wrong. Womanizing will diminish you. Vanity and
indulgence in popular music and dance is not for a king. Maintain your disciple.
A king must sacrifice the small pleasure. Encourage music and the arts, but do not
succumb to such distractions. Violence and cheating, vindictiveness and jealousy,
censuring and cruel punishment, all the things born of anger, all the things
warned of in the smyrtis, may you give them all up for good. I know you do not

have all these things, but as a retiring king it is my duty to mention them.

“Rule the kingdom both directly and indirectly. Directly you must have

your people everywhere, throughout the kingdom, a network of intelligence. You




must have everything at your fingertips through your many eyes and ears per-
vading the empire. You must know every jealousy and every deal and every
clash. Without making it known, don civilian clothing and mingle with the peo-
ple. Get to know first-hand whether you are getting the real news or it is condi-
tioned by someone trying to get the better of you, someone who is trying to pit
you against some other group. Do not be swayed by news that is unfounded or
unproven. Always confide with your kings and ministers and keep them well in-
formed, but do not play one against the other. The final decisions are yours, but
listen to their advice and weigh well their wisdom. Make them feel that you are
their friend, that you are there for their protection, and do not make them feel
they are ruled. Keep a close eye on the treasury and do not make promises to peo-
ple that cannot be kept. Do not fleece your supporters, allow them to part with
their money as a way to positively contribute to the general prosperity. Make
them willing to pay their taxes and to keep the royal treasury flush. Keeping your-
self in this manner, may you rule long and well.” With his prostration, Rama
marked his acceptance of his king’s advice and took leave, prepared to assume the

role of Prince Regent on the following day.

After a big day, Dasharatha found he could not sleep. He could not get past
the feeling that something bad was going to happen. He wanted to feel that Rama
was secure. He knew there were obstructions ahead. That night he called for Ra-
ma. Rama came and Dasharatha told him to prepare and pray until the day of his
installation came. They embraced and separated, and Dasharatha was able then to
rest. The next day, Vasishtha, as family priest, advised Rama, gave him mantras to
chant silently, and sent him to the temple of Vishnu, Narayana, Ranganatha, that
was there. Ranganatha was the deity worshipped by the family of Ikshvaku. That
is the idol there in Shrirangam, in Tamil Nadu, and many people even today come
from northern India to Srirangam to worship. Ranganatha is Lord Vishnu in a re-

clining posture. Rama did as advised and readied himself for investiture.
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The entire city of Ayodhya, in a spirit of rejoicing at their good fortune, pre-
pared for the auspicious day. They could not wait for the night to end. When the
dawn came, they finished the beautification of the city. Flags and banners and
streamers flew from every building, at crossroads and in the temples there were
decorations with flowers, the shops were filled with vegetables and fruit, and

householders cleaned and ornamented their homes. The children came out into




the street and scurried about noisily. People chattered and visited, and got lamp-
posts ready in case tomorrow’s procession extended into the night, the better to
see Rama, the joy of the family of Ikshvaku. What a joy that the Crown Prince, the
surest wealth of the Raghavas, the noble son of their great King Dasharatha, the
worthy heir of the line of mighty and just rulers, would pass right before them

and bless them all.
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It seems that when Kaikeyi, second queen, mother of Bharata, was married
to Dasharatha, many things came along with her as dowry. One of the things from
the Kekayaraja kingdom was Manthara, a hunchback woman who had been serv-
ing Kaikeyi since the princess’s childhood. Manthara would talk to Kaikeyi as a
mother would talk to its child. Manthara, unfortunate and from an unknown
birthplace, was by chance this day on the roof of the royal palace made of marble
white as the moon. She had gone to the upper terrace. The Ramayana reaches a
turning point here. From the rooftop, Manthara saw all the activity and heard the
clamor and she wondered what was going on. Had Dasharatha won a new king-
dom or what? Going back into the palace, she found that Rama’s mother, Queen
Kausalya, was giving away many fine things as gifts to people. Manthara thought,
“This Kausalya loves wealth, how can she be happy giving away these things?
How can this be right?” Manthara came to know that on the following day Rama
was going to be installed as Prince Regent by his father, Dasharatha. This made
Manthara furious.
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Manthara immediately went to Kaikeyi’s wing of the palace and found her
mistress in her usual cheerful mood. Manthara, selfish and insecure, told Kaikeyi,
“Hey, deluded one, get up. Don’t you recognize the misfortune headed your way?
Do you not know the sorrows in store for you? Like a river in a searing desert, all
your sukhas are going to evaporate. All your riches and your status are going to
disappear.” Then Manthara drew Kaikeyi into her twisted scheme. “O queen,

your destruction is afoot. Tomorrow Rama will become Prince Regent, and as a

result, you will be sorry. That means I will be unhappy. I am already unhappy be-




cause you are happy. Your welfare is my welfare. By birth you are a princess, and
it is not by chance you are a queen. You were not just plucked, wandering in some
forest, by a lonesome king. You married an emperor, not a commoner. I thought
you had the wiles of a queen. How can you forget the disciplines and diplomacy
of the dharmarajas? You must know the politics of a royal palace. Your husband
talks of dharma, but in truth he is deceitful. Do you see what he has done? He
sends our Bharata away and immediately installs Rama as successor to his throne.
It is very clear to me what he is up to. He wants to humiliate you. Now it is
Kausalya, the other woman, who is going to be happy.” Manthara kept picking at
the weakness that is there in every person. She was very clever and kept on touch-
ing the sensitivity.
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Kaikeyi responded, “Manthara, what are you upset about? I am actually
very happy. What has happened to you? Where is your usual wisdom? Rama is as
dear to me as he is to Dasharatha and Kausalya. Rama will take care of all of us
equally. Rama’s installation is a great glad news for me.” Obviously overjoyed at
hearing the good news of Rama’s acceptance of the regency, Kaikeyi took a neck-
lace from her own neck and said, “Here, take this as a gift, and I thank you for
sharing the great news with me. Do not think like this and cast a shadow over
such a special day. In Rama and Bharata I see no difference at all. Let Rama be the

next king.”

To be continued...




