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This is the thirty nineth part of the serial article, continuation from Oct 2024 newsletter. 

y< yaNtmnuyait Sm ctur¼bl< mht!, tmek< sItya saxRmnuyait Sm lúm[>. 2-33-6 

@eñyRSy rs}> sn! kamana< cakrae mhan!, neCDTyevan&t< ktu¡ vcn< xmRgaErvat!. 2-33-7 

ya n zKya pura Ôòu< ÉUtErakazgErip, tam* sIta< pZyiNt rajmagRgta jna>. 2-33-8 

A¼ragaeicta< sIta< r´cNdnseivnIm!, v;Rmu:[< c zIt< c ne:yTyazu ivv[Rtam!. 2-33-9 

A* nUn< dzrw> sÅvmaivZy Éa;te, nih raja iày< puÇ< ivvasiytumhRit. 2-33-10 

inguR[Syaip puÇSy kw< Syadœ  ivinvasnm!, ik< punyRSy laekae=y< ijtae v&Äen kevlm!. 2-33-11 

Aan&z<Symnu³aez> ïut< zIl< dm> zm>, ra"v< zaeÉyNTyete ;fœ  gu[a> pué;;RÉm!. 2-33-12 

yaà yäntamanuyäti sma caturaìgabalaà mahat | 

tamekaà sétayä särdhamanuyäti sma lakñmaëaù || 2-33-6 

aiçvaryasya rasajïaù san kämänäà cäkaro mahän | 

necchatyevänåtaà kartuà vacanaà dharmagauravät || 2-33-7 

yä na çakyä purä drañöuà bhütairäkäçagairapi | 

tämadya sétäà paçyanti räjamärgagatä janäù || 2-33-8 

aìgarägocitäà sétäà raktacandanaseviném | 

varñamuñëaà ca çétaà ca neñyatyäçu vivarëatäm || 2-33-9 

adya nünaà daçarathaù sattvamäviçya bhäñate | 

nahi räjä priyaà putraà viväsayitumarhati || 2-33-10 

nirguëasyäpi putrasya kathaà syäd viniväsanam | 

kià punaryasya loko'yaà jito våttena kevalam || 2-33-11 

änåçaàsyamanukroçaù çrutaà çélaà damaù çamaù | 

räghavaà çobhayantyete ñaò guëäù puruñarñabham || 2-33-12 

Turning to Sumantra, the king’s man, Rama said, “We must go. Please tell 

Dasharatha that we will come to him and take his blessings now as we go.” To 

reach Dasharatha’s palace, Rama and Sita walked through the streets of Ayodhya, 

streets crowded with the populace straining to get a glimpse of their hero. Sita 

had stayed in Rama’s palace for most of the time since her arrival. Even the birds 

above has not seen her. This was the first time the citizens could see the prince 

and princess alone together. They loved seeing the beautiful Sita walking the 

streets next to their beloved Rama. 

Välméki Rämäyaëa 
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ASmÅy´< àp*Ntu seVyman< TyjNtu c, t&[ma<s)ladana< dez< Vyalm&giÖjm!. 2-33-24 

asmattyaktaà prapadyantu sevyamänaà tyajantu ca | 

tåëamäàsaphalädänäà deçaà vyälamågadvijam || 2-33-24 

Rama was always accompanied wherever he went by representatives of the 

four-fold armed forces. The procession of royalty, military, sages and attendants 

led by the blessed couple stirred the hearts of the populace as they passed. Waves 

of questions surged through the crowds that lined the streets, “How could Dasha-

ratha send Rama away? Even a bad son would not be banished to the forest. What 

reason could there be for this? It seems rash.” “Rama has endeared himself to all 

of us and shown his capacity and willingness to be our next king, what could have 

happened? Possessed of the six-fold guëas - harmlessness, compassion, learning, 

righteous conduct, self-control, mindfulness – all that qualifies a king, how can 

our Rama be sent away? What stroke of destiny is this?” “Rama is going, Laksh-

mana is going, Sita is going, we should go. We cannot be ourselves without our 

Rama. Kaikeyi and Bharata can stay here, and it will all be desolate. No one will 

cultivate the fields. Those who stay can eat roots and meat and whatever is here. 

They will have to be satisfied with snakes and deer as their servants. We will go to 

the forest and make that a worthy home. We have no reason to stay here.” Rama 

heard all this but did not react. 

King Dasharatha gathered the royal family. He wanted all to hear what he 

had to say to his son, mighty Rama. Dasharatha knew that not even the gods 

could stop what had now started. Rama had given his word and it was over. That 

value is highlighted here and highlighted by Rama’s attitude. Holding forth with 

the spirit of dharma, and without concern for the immediate consequences, is the 

way this value is brought to focus. In much the same way, negative values are 

highlighted to reveal the costs of adharma. Here, listening to someone who has 

been swayed by selfish interests has brought tumult to the kingdom. Kaikeyi, a 

good person, had been convinced by the words of selfish Manthara, and there 

were severe results. Everyone has both virtue and weakness, and those can be 

played upon by others with cunning and wile. Kaikeyi had been turned into a vi-

cious serpent who preyed upon the king’s weakness.                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                        To be continued…                                                                                                       


