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This is the thirty eighth part of the serial article, continuation from Sep 2024 newsletter. 

saNTviyTva ttSta< tu ba:pËi;tlaecnam!, invtRnaweR xmaRTma vaKymetÊvac h. 2-28-2 
säntvayitvä tatastäà tu bäñpadüñitalocanäm | 
nivartanärthe dharmätmä väkyametaduväca ha || 2-28-2 

She just said, “What? What are you saying? You are talking like an ordinary 

man. Really, you must be joking. I should stay here without you? I will definitely 

follow you wherever you go.” She said nothing about the loss of the kingdom or 

of the reasons for his leaving. “I will walk ahead of you and remove the thorns 

from the brush that blocks your way. You cannot leave me behind. I will never be 

an annoyance. I will not ask for special treatment. I will be helpful to you. I will 

eat what you eat with no problem. I will be of use to you.” 

Rama said, “Sita, you do not know about the forests, the dense darkness 

and danger, beasts and biting bugs, snakes and swamps and mountains to cross. 

It is not a place for a princess of Janaki. You have never been to such a place. Your 

place is in the palace.”  

Sita laughed, “I like the forest. I can swim in the ponds, play with the 

swans, smell all the beautiful flowers. I know I can hike as well as anyone. I will 

be right at home in Nature, I do not care that much for the palace life. I will be 

with you wherever you go. There will be no problem. Anyway, the lions and 

snakes will run away when they see you coming. Who has seen such a one as you 

before? Without you I am incomplete. I am going and that’s final.”  

Rama let up and said, “Okay. Okay. Actually I was hoping you would say 

that. Definitely you should come along with me. But I wanted it to be your choice. 

Be ready. Give away all your extra things and offer them to the Brahmans.”   

Then it was Lakshmana’s turn, “I am coming with you as well. I have al-

ways been with you. I am not going to stay here without you. I would like to be 
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allowed to come with you. You can be sure that I will be useful. As Sita follows 

you, I would like to follow.”  

Rama replied, “Dear Lakshmana, out of my concern for Kausalya, I must 

say no. Please stay and help my mother in her grief and loneliness. She will need 

your help getting what she needs.” 

tvEv tejsa vIr Ért> pUjiy:yit, kaEsLya< c suimÇa< c àytae naiSt s<zy>. 2-31-19 
yid Ê>Swae n r]et Értae rJymuÄmm!, àaPy  ÊmRnsa vIr gveR[ c ivze;t>. 2-31-20 
tmh< ÊmRit< ³ªr< ivix:yaim n s<zy>, tTp]anip tan! svaRôElaeKymip ik<tu sa. 2-31-21 
kaEsLya ibÉ&yadayaR shö< miÖxanip, ySya> shö< ¢ama[a< sMàaÝmupjIivnam!. 2-31-22 
tdaTmÉr[e cEv mm matuStwEv c, pyaRÝa miÖxana< c Ér[ay mniSvnI. 2-31-23 
k…é:v mamnucr< vExMy¡ neh iv*te, k«tawaeR=h< Éiv:yaim tv cawR> àkLPyte. 2-31-24 
xnuraday sgu[< oinÇipqkaxr>, A¢tSte gim:yaim pNwan< tv dzRyn!. 2-31-25 
Aahir:yaim te inTy< mUlain c )lain c, vNyain c ywaNyin SvahaÖaRi[ tpiSvnam!. 2-31-26 
Éva<Stu sh vEdeýa igirsanu;u r<Syse, Ah< sv¡ kir:yaim ja¢t> Svptí te. 2-31-27 
tavaiva tejasä véra bharataù püjayiñyati | 
kausalyäà ca sumiträà ca prayato nästi saàçayaù || 2-31-19 
yadi duùstho na rakñeta bharato rajyamuttamam | 
 präpya  durmanasä véra garveëa ca viçeñataù || 2-31-20 
tamahaà durmatià krüraà vidhiñyämi na saàçayaù |  
tatpakñänapi tän sarvästrailokyamapi kintu sä || 2-31-21 
kausalyä bibhåyädäryä sahasraà madvidhänapi | 
yasyäù sahasraà grämäëäà sampräptamupajévinäm || 2-31-22 
tadätmabharaëe caiva mama mätustathaiva ca | 
paryäptä madvidhänäà ca bharaëäya manasviné || 2-31-23 
kuruñva mämanucaraà vaidharmyaà neha vidyate | 
kåtärtho'haà bhaviñyämi tava cärthaù prakalpyate || 2-31-24 
dhanurädäya saguëaà khanitrapiöakädharaù | 
agrataste gamiñyämi panthänaà tava darçayan || 2-31-25 
ähariñyämi te nityaà müläni ca phaläni ca | 
vanyäni ca yathänyani svähärdväëi tapasvinäm || 2-31-26 
bhaväàstu saha vaidehyä girisänuñu raàsyase | 
ahaà sarvaà kariñyämi jägrataù svapataçca te || 2-31-27 
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Lakshmana said, “Rama, Bharata will take care of Kausalya and the family. 

I know that he is not such a bad guy. He will protect the people. In spite of how 

wrenching a turn things have taken, Bharata will be here to protect the dharma. He 

will hold you, great brother, as his example. I have no fear in this. If by word or 

deed Bharata does fall away from dharma and fails to protect our people I will im-

mediately return from the forest and deal out punishment. I will return and slay a 

cruel-thinking Bharata. If hundreds of fellows join him I will destroy them as well. 

If the three worlds join him they too will fall before my sword. Kausalya has the 

wealth and resources to protect herself and those who are close to her. She could 

protect me and a thousand others without suffering. Please allow me to come with 

you, there is no adharma in this. This is my fulfillment, for you are like my father. 

As you follow the words of our father, it is my duty to follow my elder brother. I 

will in no way stifle your purpose. Both of us will be fulfilled. With bow in hand I 

will walk before you in the forest, and I will clear away anything that might de-

tain us. I will be your pathfinder, your guide. Route and root I will find. Every 

day I will bring fresh fruits, the wealth of the forest, all that is good for tapasvins to 

eat. You can spend your time enjoying the mountains and trees. I will stand guard 

at night, watchman. You know about the forest at night. I will guard us. You must 

let me come.” 

ramSTvnen vaKyen suàIt> àTyuvac tm!, ìjap&CDSv saEimÇe svRmev suù¾nm!. 2-31-28  
visópuÇ< tu suy}may¡ Tvmanyazu àvr< iÖjanam!, 
Aip àyaSyaim vn< smStan_yCyR izòanpran! iÖjatIn!. 2-31-37 
rämastvanena väkyena suprétaù pratyuväca tam | 
vrajäpåcchasva saumitre sarvameva suhåjjanam || 2-31-28  
vasiñöhaputraà tu suyajïamäryaà tvamänayäçu pravaraà dvijänäm | 
api prayäsyämi vanaà samastänabhyarcya çiñöänaparän dvijätén || 2-31-37 

Again Rama had to give up, “Okay, okay. Go now and take permission 

from your mother, Sumitra. Get your weaponry ready and prepare to take off. 

When you come back this way, ask the great ärya Suyajna, son of Vasishtha, and 

the other Brahmans to come with you. I am going to distribute our wealth to these 
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great-souled men. I want to worship them and get their blessings before we pro-

ceed.” Lakshmana took leave.  

tmagt< vedivd< àaÃil> sItya sh, suy}miÉc³am ra"vae=i¶imvaicRtm!. 2-32-4 
tamägataà vedavidaà präïjaliù sétayä saha | 
suyajïamabhicakräma räghavo'gnimivärcitam || 2-32-4 

When Suyajna came he was received like the reception shown to the light 

which has been offered to the Lord in a temple. That agni is prasädam, the bright 

blessing from the Lord that enlightens all who partake. No less was that Suyajna, 

as pure as fire, as brilliant as flame, sacred. Both Rama and Sita prostrated to this 

muni. The phrase paëòitaputraù, son of a wise-man, is sometimes used in Sanskrit 

literature to describe a fool. Because that is often the case. That is because a schol-

ar often finds no time to take care of his son. The boy grows like a wild grass. But 

that was not the case with Suyajna; he was as great as was his father. All the Brah-

mans and åñis came to see Rama off and to see him off well. Queues of people 

formed, and each person received Rama’s blessing and something which would 

remind them of Rama’s care. Sita and Lakshmana gave away their possessions as 

well.      

One paëòita who was poor came with his wife. Rama asked what the fellow 

would like. The man said, “Dear Rama, whatever you offer I gratefully accept.”  

With a generous mind, Rama told him, “Well, now, just take this stick and 

throw it across the field where those cows are grazing. Wherever that stick lands, 

up to there you will have all the cows that the stick measures. They will all be 

yours.” Thrilled, the man seized the stick firmly, took a deep breath, and with all 

his might launched the stick out into the pasture. Rama laughed and took great 

pleasure in the effort of this fellow. Rama assured the fellow that he was not try-

ing to make fun of him and that he was very happy to give him all this. Even more 

Rama gave to this fellow along with his blessing. 

                                                                                                         To be continued…                                                                                                       


